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The StudioAbroad User Experience  

 

StudioAbroad is the complete online solution for study abroad offices.  It provides a content 

management system, web browser-based application system, and an application management 

and database solution.  A study abroad office can streamline its application process and make it 

accessible to any student with an internet connection.  A StudioAbroad web site is an 

information repository that is always available ς both to the office staff and to the students as 

ǿŜƭƭΦ  {ǘǳŘƛƻ!ōǊƻŀŘ Ŏŀƴ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ŘŀȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ƛƴǘǳƛǘƛǾŜ 

interface and powerful database. 

 

This outline of the user experience will explain what the typical student and staff member will 

see and do on a StudioAbroad web site.  The graphics for this outline are from a demonstration 

web site and may not match the graphics that you find on other StudioAbroad web sites.  

StudioAbroad can be given any type of visual look while maintaining full-functionality.  

Institutions create a customized layout for StudioAbroad so it blends seamlessly with the rest of 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǿŜō ǎƛǘŜΦ 

 

If you are new to StudioAbroad, this outline will introduce you to the general experience of 

using the software and provide an understanding of what the typical site visitor can expect.  

ά¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ experienceέ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇƭȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŀōǊƻŀŘ 

ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦ  ά¢ƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ experienceέ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƴ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊ ƛƴ ǘhe study 

abroad office can publish program information, manage student applications and produce 

valuable reports.  The outline will only scratch the surface of what is possible with this flexible 

software.   
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The Student Experience  

 
Students will access your StudioAbroad site just like any other website on the internet.  They can 
use StudioAbroad from any location with internet access ς on campus, at home, and while 
abroad.  They can also use their preferred web browser (Internet Explorer, Netscape Navigator, 
Firefox, or Safari). 
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 StudioAbroadôs Four Primary Links 

 
Every StudioAbroad site has four special links.  These links allow students to return to your study 
abroad home page, find program specific information, view your staff list, and view deadlines. 
 

 
 
Through these links, students can search for programs that meet their needs, request additional 
information, and communicate with or make appointments with the study abroad office staff.  
These special links are described more fully on the following pages. 
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Home Page & Links to Content Pages 

 
All content pages that have been created in StudioAbroad will be available to the student from 
the navigation bar.  These web pages are public information pages and will be visible to all 
visitors of the web site. 
 

 
 
Each of these pages can contain text, images, links to external sites, and downloadable 
documents.  These pages can be easily created, updated, and organized so students can learn 
about studying abroad and the programs offered by your office. 
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The Programs Link 

 
¢ƘŜ άtǊƻƎǊŀƳǎέ ƭƛƴƪ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ǎtudents to a search page that lets them find and view online 
program brochures for programs they are interested in.  If a program is accepting applications, 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ά!ǇǇƭȅ bƻǿέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ǘƻ ŎƭƛŎƪ ǘƻ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ 
 

 
 
The study abroad office defines the criteria that can be used to narrow program searches.  
Students can perform searches based on country, language of instruction, GPA minimum 
requirements, and many other criteria.   Students can search with precision and identify the 
exact programs they are interested in learning about. 
 
The program brochure page can provide a complete program description with nicely formatted 
text, images, links to external sites, and downloadable documents.  Program brochures can also 
link to budgets sheets for each program. 
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The Staff Link 

 
¢ƘŜ ά{ǘŀŦŦέ ƭƛƴƪ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ  {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ǾƛŜǿ ŀ ǎǘŀŦŦ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ōƛƻ ǇŀƎŜΣ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŜƳŀƛƭ ƻǊ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŀƴ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
staff members who have set up appointment schedules.   
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The Deadlines Link 

 
¢ƘŜ ά5ŜŀŘƭƛƴŜǎέ ƭƛƴƪ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅǎ ŀ ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŎȅŎƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ-
specific deadlines.  This page is not created, nor updated, directly by the office staff.  It is 
created automatically from the program and application cycle information in the database. 
 

 
 
All programs can have customized dates for application deadlines and decision dates.  The 
deadlines page will automatically display deadlines that are specific to a program in your catalog 
ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŎȅŎƭŜΩǎ ŘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜǎΦ 
 

 
 
As your application cycles pass, the deadlines page will adjust.  New applications cycles will 
appear as they become activated, and old application cycles will be removed. 
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The Online Application Process 

 
²ƘŜƴ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŦƛƴŘǎ ŀ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǎκƘŜ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀǇǇƭȅƛƴƎ ǘƻΣ ǎκƘŜ ŎƭƛŎƪǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ!ǇǇƭȅ bƻǿΩ 
ōǳǘǘƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ōǊƻŎƘǳǊŜ ǇŀƎŜ όǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊΥ ǘƘŜ Ψ!ǇǇƭȅ bƻǿΩ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƛŦ 
the program is accepting applications).  The student will be brought to a login page.  If the 
student attends your university, they will use the same login used to access other university 
ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΦ  LŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ǎκƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻ ŀ ŦƻǊƳ ǘƻ ŀǇǇly for 
an external login to StudioAbroad. 
 

 
 
After logging in, the student selects the term for this program during which s/he wants to study 
abroad. 
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Integration with Your Student Information System 

 
{ǘǳŘƛƻ!ōǊƻŀŘ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΩǎ student information system.  This allows 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ όƴŀƳŜΣ ŎŀƳǇǳǎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΣ ƘƻƳŜ 
ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΣ Dt!Σ ŜǘŎΦύ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘǳŘƛƻ!ōǊƻŀŘ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ǊŜŘǳŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 
time required to complete an application and the data is generally more accurate.  The student 
will only need to provide additional information that is unique to the study abroad office (e.g. 
passport number).  External applications will need to provide all information  
 

 
 



The StudioAbroad User Experience --- Page 12 
© 2007 Terra Dotta, LLC.  Use by permission only. 

Student Application Page 

 
After selecting a program and the term, an application is created and the student is brought to 
the application page.  The application page lists the submissions, signature documents and 
questionnaires needed to complete the application.  
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Online Signatures & Questionnaires 

 
Signature documents are digitally signed with just a few mouse clicks.  These signatures are 
legally binding since the identity of the user is verified through your secure campus login (or 
through an identity verification form for external students). 
 

 
 
Questionnaires are presented to and answered by applicants online.  A questionnaire can be 
completed and submitted in a single sitting, or started and saved for completion at a later time 
at the convenience of the student.  
 

 


